ed in the accomplishment of its tasks of administration
and in bringing about as rapid and smooth a transition
as possible.
24. To the leaders and people of India who now
have the opportunity of complete independence we
would finally say this. We and our Government and
countrymen hoped that it would be possible for the
Indian people themselves to agree upon the method of
framing the new constitution under which they will
live. Despite the labours which we have shared with
the Indian Parties, and the exercise of much patience
and goodwill by all, this has not been possible. We,
therefore, now lay before you proposals which, after
listening to all sides and after much earnest thought
we trust will enable you to attain your independence
in the shortest time and with the least danger of in-
ternal disturbance and conflict. These proposals may
not, of course, completely satisfy all parties, but you
will recognise with us that at this supreme moment in
Indian history statesmanship demands mutual accom-
modation.
We ask you to consider the alternative to accept-
ance of these proposals. After all the efforts which we
and the Indian Parties have made together for agree-
ment, we must state that in our view there is small
hope of peaceful settlement by agreement of the In-
dian Parties alone. The alternative would, therefore
be, a grave danger of violence, chaos, and even civil
war. The result and duration of such a disturbance
cannot be foreseen; but it is certain that it would be
a terrible disaster for many millions of men women
and children. This is a possibility which must be
regarded with equal abhorrence by the Indian people,
our own countrymen, and the world as a whole.
We, therefore, lay these proposals before you in
the profound hope that they will be accepted and
operated by you in the spirit of accommodation and
goodwill in which they are offered. We appeal to all
who have the future good of India at heart to extend
187